[Diagnosis of acute aortic dissection with transesophageal echocardiography and results of surgical treatment].
Forty-four consecutive patients with acute aortic dissection from April 1987 to April 1990 were diagnosed with the use of transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) and treated at our institute. In 43 of them (98%, type A: 22 cases, type B: 21 cases), diagnosis was accurate and there were no complications. In one patient with type A dissection, the small intimal flap could not be detected. Emergency operations were performed in the patient with type A and ruptured type B. In type A, operated before cardiac arrest, the operative mortality rate was 20% (4/20). In ruptured type B, the operative mortality rate was 50% (2/4). The result of conservative therapy in the patient with nonruptured type B (17 cases) was satisfactory. The investigation by TEE was carried out without difficulty at the bed side and in the operating room as well, giving precise and rapid information and could be a useful diagnostic mean for acute aortic dissection.